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Great developuents on all wur fronts marked a very successful month for
the nllies, the Germans recelving & terrific pounding from the west, wast,
south, and air, The 306th did its share by flying 16 missions, the most
since August, High priority in the list of the month's turgets was trans-
portation. The group blasted nine such objectives along with four oil
factories, one bridge, an administration area, amd a target of opportunity.

“ ol s For Lhe firat-'time in eeversl months;vne 306th f&#II victim to enemy figiters,
and as a result, 2 o/C failed to rocum, again indicating the wenace of tne

on the city 37 ‘ £
. ___f mwm—&mm-hme rest of the dropping being done by
instrusents. Photo-reconnaisance units reported encowraging information in
I regard to bombing results all over the heich,

——————

Prograss along the western front was initiated early in February when
Field karshall Montgomery uwude an attack in soutli Hodland at the extremity
of the Siegfried Line. This action was followed by General Hodges' breach
. of the German defenses on the Cologne plain., Then, as the month closed,
Gen, Patton charged frow the .rdennes area toward the Rhiie. all these
of fensives were balanced in the east by Marshall Zhukov's Soviest forces
hamrering at the gates of Berlin. Too, on the little publicized Italiaun
front, successes were made,

On the statistical sice for February the 306th tlew 537 sorties,

. dropped 1316 7/8 HE, 219 1B, and 145 leaflet bombs at a cost of 5 a/C.
Tnese figures compare with the group totals of 8728 sorties, 16714 9/10 Hx,
2359 7/10'%any 176 lcsses. The grcup received credit for ome [iyhiter
destroyed.

Feb, 4 ! N 5

06th fiew 39 A/C inciuding 3 Macro He=Pi1, 1 Prr, and 3 spares ied by
Maj, Kesiing a3 40 "A", Buckeye advised an instrument run, out tne Jeaa
Macro-H equimu.ent W.s unaoie to pick up the pacesisry beacns for & success-
fus bombing. Theretore the deputy took over belore the IP ana proceded to
the target, & braage on tne Hnine River between Mannneim and Ludwigshaven,

. Low and Hagh dropped of: lead tnrough i//.0 ciouds on an HX run. Interpret-
arion o1 scope pnotograpns show bomb pattern probaociy to tne east of the oridge,
No E/ A hargssed the group. A meager low barrage &t tne target was ine

onty A,A, Tires encountered,

Mission scruoued.

BERLIN
te CoL, LaVier ied the 30oth as 40 “C" vakn 30 A/C inciuding 4 P1f, and

Capt, Haase headed 6 A/C as the lead squadron of "D" screening force, "D"
route was as urieiea ana the chatt was digpersed without mashap.
! 4U "A" reiayed to "C" force the Buckeye report taat thnes target, ceater
{ of Beriin's scministrative section, wmld be Ciear except Ior a few low ciouds,
" Thas proved to be the case, and the group atiacked the Gersan capital vasually.

306th strikes cannot be seen in pictures due to muoxe ITom previous bounbs,
, However, there is certain indication tiat ail. thres squadron patierns feil into
| the center of tne crippied city, Damage was reported as most severe,
| No enemy fighter opposition was encountered, Intense ana accurate riak
[ tracxed the group for 8 minutes in the ot area, Unusualiiy large bursts
| Were reporteu mith the followang damuge: » 3 mrssang, & serious, 2 siight;
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iow, B siight; nigh, none,

367th A/C, palot 2nd Li, G4V, Luckett, received a direct uit in tne
left wang at b-mbe away, Yang broke off, &nd tne a/c went down in fiaves,
2, 10561y L cnutes were seen, The rest ol crew: 2nd Lta GaWe Ciar {cp),
2na L, R,P, Foster (K), Sgt. V.Je Cunmngnam (B), Sgt. J.R. BoeselL (R0},
| Sgts Melo Martin (E), Sgte Bule Whitzman (B), Sgte Aele Spear (WG), 5/5gte Ve
! -i, ‘Spevak (Tl T b

3urth afc, pilot 2nd Lus R A, liecner, was nit in tne {3 engine over
Berlin, A fire started, then went out, Yhen last teen, tho pisne was undsr
contror. Later information showed tnat Lt, liscner landed has &/c A
! Srew inciude: d Lt. C,Fe Bratton (CP}, 2nd

M'—‘“M
Lt, F,G, Kobbina (), 2nd Lt. D,C, Haagenson (B), $/Sgt. V.L. Fennerty (RO),
S/Pgt. LM, Mitter (E), 3gt. HeR. Bemetz (W), Sgte GoW. Bock (TG) who receiv- -
ed a siight riak injury, and F/O J,G, Whate (RN),
367th A/C 5Lr=F, tne famed "Rose ot Yorx", priot ist Lt, V.F. Daiey,
t itagged benind the formation and reportea to that leaaer that one engine was
! out, another losing ghs, A later message wus heard {ram Lt, Dagjey wnen the
| group was 2/3 of the way across the North Sea, stating that he thought he
| could reach the English coast, No ssbsequent inloruallon nas been received,
v Fiying &s on observer in tnis Fartress was the widely read BEC war corres-
ponaent, Guy Byam, Mr. Byag had equappea tne "Rose", cnristened &t this
' rieid last Juiy 6 by HRH Princess Elizavetn, with a special recordaing mach=
i ine to reiate tne events of the day. Otnerc on the A/C: 2nd Lug Jeds Carbine
(CP), 1st Lt, P.A, Becxer (N), 5/5gt. R.E, Crede (B), T/Sgt. Peds Marques (RO)
T/Sgt. ReRe Horn (E), S/%gte GoW, Potriiio (BT), S/5gt. SePe DeZoit (WG),
Sgt. O,R, Copiin,
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i Lte Lissner ana crew (now in Swedon) in front of tne "Rose of York", the
; Last pacture of the cocomed Fortress,
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Inferno reges in the heart of Beriin's admunistratave dastrict. 306th
. smike bombe are seen heaming straight into the alresdy flasmng sad battered
i eitys Tnis was one of the most dectructive reids in the nistory ot asrial

I wartare
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BBC Reporier MiA

.« Guy Byam, a correspondent fog Ihe oo m -

Rrgish Broadeasting Corporation, wiks re-
poRed yesterday p-wngng: uction f@low-
ngihe heavy raid on lin by 1§ Rih
AigForce on Feb. 3. The Forl, in %hich
Bygm flew 10 record a BAC broadcast,
was hit by flak over Beslin. The crippled
plane did not return 10 ity base.

Articie taken frem Stars and Stripes of Peb, id,
- o

b crews*hers sent out by tne 30bth as an ALr Sea rescue unit. The Lrap

—
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Lt Coi. LaVier led the 306th with 36 A/C inciuaang & PFF as 40 "B',
Because of very ravorable westher conditions, thick cloude and haze to
20,000 fest, the group experienced ruch difficulty in essembly. The rendez~
vous was rinally accoaplished after 3 altitude changes. Poor weather con-
tinued to harass the group over enemy territory, and Buckeye advised the
formation to select a target of opportunity., Faulty IFF e uipnent of both
the lead and deputy i/C in the lead suuadron nocessitated an H2X run on
Fulda by the low mickey operator. Leud and high dropped off low. nesults
were unobserved, no nhotographs being avuilable.

No E/i were encountered, leager, accurate, tracking hasde tire caught
the group at the eneny coast near Ijmuiden. Danage: Lead, 2 severe,

1 slignt; nigh and low, none.

Low clouds amd poor visibility forced the fomation to break up over
England on the return, 22 A/C lunded uway, but all cwue back durin, tne
night with the exception of 3 on the coantinent awmd 1 at Biccles,

369th 4/C 161-B, "Steady Hedy” coupleted her 100th wigsion today, :1d
thereby became the group's first plane to pass t.e century narke M/Sgte
£, V. Daniels, crew-chief, is to be highly cosmended for the aircraft’s
perforuance of never having aborted becauss of tecunical failure.

1st Lt. A. J. Bowley, pilot, amd }/Sgt. B, V, Duniels, crew-chief, fill out
form #1 after the former brought 369th A/C “Steady Hedy" back to bass from
100th nission.

SECREE
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Feb, 8 Kisaion scrubbed.
9

. H%, as 40 "A", flew 36 A/C including 4 PFF led by Major MlcKinney,
Buckeye reported the t.u'gn, oil refinery at Lutekendorf, to be open enough
for a viwal Tun, Although 7/10 cloud coyerage und & woderate to_in

a sighting from checks around the mgot area, Lead putiarn fell to the
northewsst., Low s juadron, with its lead A/C unable to open voub bay doors
on approach to primury, attacked a trrget of opportunity at Lenteroda,

the town being solidly hit. High bombardier, fimding Lutskendorf covered

by clouds, made a visual run on Eisleben, u briefed last resort, and strikes
were soen to the east of town.

Eneay fighter opposition was nil. A noderete inaccurate predicted
concentration of A.i. fire was encountered at Lutzkendorf, MNo fluk at
otlier targets, Damage: Lead, 1 sli.ht, 1 landed on continent; Low,

3 severe; High, 1 severe, 1 slight,

i W23rd A/C, pilot Lt, Riedel, was hit over the primary iu the #2

‘ oengine, Defective wiring prevented feathering, and as a consejuence the

i prop finally ran away. The lat:er action occurred n=-r Liege, Pilot
ordered his crew to buil out, and all landed safely. They returned to base
4 few days later.

10 1

%ol. Sutton led the 306th as 4O "C with 39 »/C including & Micro=H/PFF
amd 3 spares. Because of Buckeye's suggestion that wealher wight clear
over target, warshalling yards at Duliien, the groyp uade two 360 degres turns.
Lead PFF and iicro-H equipment failed to function properly, wund therefore
deputy took over at I.P. 10/l0 coverage still persisted, rorcing the
fornatioa off target without dropoin;. With mickey set again working, lead
resuced its position, and made a Miero=l run. Plotte~ scope photos show
probable hits on or very near the aluin,; point,

Meager to moderate inacccurate A.a. fire tracked the growp while on the
bomb run. Inaccurate flak was encountered at lunster. Uamuge: Lead, 1
slight; low, 1 severe, 1 slight: high, nome.

Due to a fuel shortage, 369th A/C, pilot Callahaa, hndinc on the oon-
tinent. Crew returned to base the next day,

Officers of the 367th held a stag party at "A" mess frau 2000 hours to
"2, Two skits, American hot dogs, and robust minging featured the evening.

poy ' Mission scrubbed.
Mission.scrubbed.

&

:
» a8 40 *C", flew 39 A/C including 4 FFF and 3 spares, led by Lt.
Col. LaVier. 10/10 cloud coverage made it necessary for blind bombing on
the primary, /Y at Uresden. Bach squadron mude its own separate run. low,
failing to pick up target on scope on first run, dropped on a reciprocal
heading out of group forustion. Undefinable photos showed no 306th strikes.
Meager inaccurate A.4.fire at various places along the route slightly
danaged 2 4/C. Shortly after the low squadron made its second run on Dresden,
3 W 190's in line abreast attacked 2 straggling Portresses in the lone
formation., Because of alert gumers, the eneny fighters were dispersed and
soon after were drivea off by P-51's, Damage caused by this, the first
attack on the group in many weeks, was 1 missing, 2 severe, Cluins: 1l=0-0,

siCred
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Joitn 4/C, priov Lt, Higginuotham, landed on e contanent becauss of
Tuel snoriages Jo9th A/C, pilot Lt, Carakostas, aiso landed on the cont-
inent becauss o) fuel ghortage,

Joytn A/C, piiot Capt, ©,°, Lemis, ieft low sguadron shortiy after
faghter attack, One chute, possibly not from tiis piane was repartad,

The a/c was heading east. wnen last seen in the ChemmitzeDresder —rea, Others
e on € crew: 2nd Lu, R.>, %nitelaw (CP), 2nd It,. L.a. Harrason (N), F/O

4R, Sicara (B), Sgt. HF, McChesney (R0}, T/Sgt. J.F. Standies (3), Sgte
A3, Lunojac (m‘s, Sgte FoL, McDonough fwc), Sgte L. Narmias (7G),

Joyrn A/C, paioi 2nd Lu, J.Ee Henley, was reporteu to have sent a
message to ist Air Division stating that the piane would land &t an airstrap
in France. Subsequent reports show no such landing to have been made, The
rest of the crew, now assessed as KIA, wciude: 2nd Lt, ReH. Stewart {CP)
F/0 M,A, Becier (u), Sgte R, Whitaker, Sgi. DoF. McCartny (RO), 3gt. Vede
Coppa (E), Sgt. 8,Y, Hanson (BT), Sgr. A. Harcariex (G), 5/S,ts Fo Piepen=
ornk (1\}5. '

The cost of vombing Dresden is nagh, Capte ®, Fink, M,C., and Pfce He
Snyder, M,Ps help an injured erew wember frw a Fortress atter its return from
deep 1n the Reicns The 306th Medics rank high in srlietency in the sth Air
Force, Many times wounded men have been saved by the expert care given them
in the oriticai moments upon reachang the grovnd,

On a 5 weex tour of Amarioan air bases in the United Kingdom, the famed
Lancaster, "S" for Sugar, made its appearance at the 3Ubth today. The palot
Wing Coamander Gsborn, and crew led more than 200 officers and men through
. the A/C, veteran of 126 missions to Germany end German occupied territory,
| Lt, Cos, Chalfant, group Air Executive, met the crew am canducted them
! around the fieia, whiie Special Services arranged several other functions,

SECRET
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i Base Pubiic Reiations Officer, Copt. WeC. Van Norman, inspects "S" for
i Sugar’s decorations, The quotation by Hesmenn Goering coupled wmath 126 baabs,
| each indicating a siap in the Rerch-Marshali's face, sdds a touch ol saraonic
i numor to the occasion. -
15 Missron scrubved,
H

10 | :
' ts Cou, LaVier ied the 306th as 40 "B" watn 3y #/C anciuding i Gee-H/PLf, I
! 3 Prr, and 3 sparess A satisfactory reiiervous ana a btriereu routse put the
! group in the Dortmund ares wathout incident, Lead Yound the target, & colang
. pland, unobscured ana mAde & YASUAL TUlle Low and high foilowed zuit, and all
| 3 pstterne oblLiterated the aia.ng point. Resuits were descrived as very goode

Moderate A.A, fire tracked the group far 5 manutes in tne target area,
Damage: Lead, 2 alight, 1 cevere; Low, 2 siight; High, 1 slight, 2 severe,

No ey fighters wal's encountered,

SECHLE
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Dortaund coking piant smokes furiousiy arter 30btn attack, bombing
by this group was described as sxceilemt,

&7 M
06th, as 40 "C", fiew 36 A/C inciuding & PLf led by Maj. Huiangs,
After 8 poor assembiy which was caused by layers of cumuiusc and stratus ciouds
to 27000 feet, the group left the English coast and headea for enery territory.
i Howsver, wnile over the Channel, lst Divieiosn sent out a racail, Host #/C
| peturasa Lmediatesy to base, .
1o '

Mission scrubbed, l¢. Claeys led SCS 51 practice rommations

SECRET
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Maj. Pulings ied the 306th as 40 "C" witn 39 A/C inciudang i Gee=H/Ptf,
3 Prr, ant 3 spares. Duckeye reported that the pramary target, & coxing
piant, nesr Bochun 1n the Ruhr Valiey, was 40/10, wnich ract necessitated

& Gge=H run by the lead. High dropped oil leaa, out iow, too far in the

Fear, heia up Dombs BRQ Atvacksd Lhe secondary, marahsiiing yarcs at Munstery
by Pff, Piotted scope pnotos show Bochum ares probatny hit, Indistinct
strikes were identified on Munster from visual pictures,

Moderate but inaccurate Asd, fire -ves encountared at the prusary,
Meager fitk was inaccurate at Munster. Total damage to arl 30oth A% was
2 siight, HNo E/A were seen,

NURNEERG
. Coi. Chaitant led the 306th as 40 "A® watn 3v A/C ineiuding & PIre

Arthought the rendezvous was satisfactory, suiti-layer cioud up to 22,000
fest ana dense persistent contrails from previous foruatione forced the group
10 break up over tne North Seas, Each Squadron went into the target, the hign
praority sarsnaii:ng yards in Nurnbery, indavaduaily on the braetfed route,
Ail 1mae separste KX runs tnrough 9-10/L0ths ciouds with possioly very good
results, Indistinet visual pictures show Strikes to be near or on the siming
poant. Because or tne poor weather condations & 3uoth A/C returaed eariy
and 2 others bombed with a differsnt groups 4As & reswit of the sparit shom
oy those Who wers avis to accomplish the mission, It Gen, Jo Dootittie
sent & notios through Brig. Gene H, Turmer, ccmenwing ist Davision erferse
for the daye

Mederate fiax was encountered at Nurnbery, being accurats oa the high
and low, Meager and insocurate in Freiturg area snd at front lines, Demage:
Lead, nonep low, 3 siight, 1 severe; high § siight, 3 severe, No enmy
fagnters attacked,

300tn tiew 3b A/C inciuding & Prf as LU "B" Led by Capte Magee, As in
Buckeye's statement, the target, again the mArshaliing yaras av Nuraberg,
was under & i0/10 coverage, Bacn squadron mede & separate HEE run with
unobserved resuits.

Though meager 1naccurate flak was encoauntered at the target, most of the
damage sustsined by 306th a/c was received in tne Frankfurt area, where Aeis
fire was tracking and accurate, Lead L slight, 2 sevese; low 1 severe; nigh,
2 atagnt, No B/A narrsssed the graup.

oo iﬁ. % n,mi hdﬂtingo 306th on dts 300th mission with 36 A/C including &

Pir as 4D "A" at the head of lst Division, No trouble was experienced during
assembly or on the route to their I,P. However, wnile aaking the boab rum
at Wittstoca, the primasy target, lead bambardier was forced to drop snort
due to & saifunction, bombs feii on the smail town or Grabow, south of Witt-
stock, Low foilewed lead into pramary, anc bombed it vieually with strike
phetos showing hite short of aiming point. Because of a misunderstanding on
interphone, high lead pilot turned off target before bombs awaye Squadron
sttacked & briefed last resort, ralway junction at Ludwigsiust, with excell=
ent results as coniirmed by strike photos. ALl bombing was dane by visuai
signtings and weather was very good tiroughout the trape In a revolutionary
attempt to obtAln maximum good results, the group was ordered te attack at
12,000 fest, This was done, and the hasarda brought sbout by the low altit-
ude wers successiuiiy avoided by meticulous navigatiome

¥o.d.A, fire was encountered, 2 Me262s made cne pass on tae group from
12 o'aieck hagh without faringe The action happened near tne I.Pe

RISEURES 2 i
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3uoth 4/C return 1rom 300th massion 1N an &We~1NSPAraAng A1splay of
periect. 1ormation, Col, Sutton's piane can be oeen in the upper lett central
part of picture,

Brage Gen, Be5, Beaman, Chies of Start ist Davisaon, Brage Gene Hells
Turner, Caman Generas st Division, and Cole JeSe Sutton, Camandug O1ficer
300tn Bomb Group (left to right) are gesn dascussing the opsravions of the
day after the jatter had rewurned to bases '
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Jooth tiew 39 A/C inciuding 4 Prt and 3 spares as 4U "C", Led oy Lt,
Risx, 48 1n Buckeye's previous report, the target, marsnaiiing yards at
Plauen, was wnder a 10/10 cioud ooverage, Leud mickey equipment went out
shartiy betore I.P, causing deputy to taxe over forthe band rune Eacn_
SGUBTTUN lumde a supiPlie K2 drop,” Plotréd Scope phedod indicate possible
hats an target arez,

B/A opposition was nil, The group encounterasd no Ae.ie 1ire along the
route,

HAMBURG

300tn fiew 30 A/C inciudang & PIt us 4U "BE" ied by Capt, Laughiine
In a new ype roimation 0r 10 piane squadrans, the group avtdcked an o1l
denot in southern Hamourg under 1u/i0 coveragee. Lead mace & Pif run, and
Low with ineifect)ve mic<ey ejulpment droppea o1l ieaa, High assd A/C tost
an engine verore the I.P. anc lert 1ormawon at thau time. Since the hagh
deputy hed no PIt get, the rest of c:jjuadron diopped oit lead, Plotted scope
phetos ahow possible hits an taryeti areas

4 moderate inaccurate brrage ol A.A, fire at target siigntiy dasageu
1 A/v 1n the iow squadron. Ho enemy righters were observed,

O1(1cers 'of the 3o%th heid & party 1n B mess during tne evening. Esquires
furnished music 1Or & ratner gaAy &l18ire

B

v, Mages, led tne 3Uoth as 40 "B" with 39 A/C inciuoang 4 Prt and 3
spares, The trip want witnout consequence since a 1U/iU undercast prevallied
most o1 tne way, Lead nombed the target, marshailing yards in the heart of
Beriin, by Pty, Low rade & separate run, but nign, because 0! maiLrunction
1n micxey ejuipment, dropped o:f lead, Plotted £cope pnoios indicete probabie
nite near the aiming point,

No enemy aircrait harrassed the groupe Magee, with nine missions to

"Big B" ciaimed tni1s was the easiest of the lot, A moderate, Low, and inacc-
urate DArrage of A,/A, 11re at the target ccused tne roir.owing damage: Low,
2 siaght, 1L severe,

LETPZIG
jor Keeiang lea the 3Ubth as 4O "." with 3o A/C inciuading 4 Prre Bucke

eye's peport tnet the target, large railway stav.on in Leipzig, was under a
10/1U coverage, prepared tne group for & Prt run, Leaa tombed the target by
means oif instruments, and high, with equipment. working unsetisiac.or:iy,
dropped 011 smoke hombs, Low made geparate H2X run., Asii results were
unobserved,

No B/A harrassed tne group. 4#.". rire was nii, inaicating the very great
erfectiveness of spot Jwu.ing, wi~d by the group tor the 1.9t © nassiond,

300tn siew 30 A/C inciuding 3 Pff-GesH and 1 P11 as 40 "B" Led oy Major
Buies 10/10 ciouds in target area iorcea the group to make instrusent run,
on primary, /Y at Hagen. Lead and nagn attacked by Gee=H separatesy but low,
witnout the necessary ejuipment, dropped 011 suoke bambee -

Enegy ragnhter opposition and A.As fire were nil,
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Promotions 7ror Februaryt

> Feb,
9 Feb,
9 Feb,
5 Fen,
5 Feb,
4 Fen,
‘J Flb.
16 ?’b.
22 Fsb,
22 F.b-
24 Fen,

LoAe
W,De
FJe
CeCe
R Ee
Rede
JeBe
HoRe
Lehe
K'LC
RJF,

Viiike, Fiight Leader 423rd, to Capte

Hattum, Fiagnt leader 423rd, to Tapte
Stewart, Fiignt leuder 423rd, to Cipt,
Olemax, Squatron Navagator #830d, to Capty - -
Goraner, Squadron Bombardaer 3osth, to Capte
Curran, Squadron Eiectronics, 3oith, to Capte
Deiapwer, Flignt Leader 4,23rd, to Capt.
Jones, Group Ordnance, to Capte

Rask, Fiignt leader 3osth, to Capt.
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February 1945-306% BG Headquarters Squadron Diary

Note: this page is inserted by 306th BGHA in 2020 to help the researcher distinguish
between the 306th BG War Diary and the diary kept by the 306th BG Headquarters
Squadron.
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o ovonthoof _ pebruary 1igS. T3 N _Captain William C. ¥an Notean.
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* “onel Sutton departed from the station for a five day temporary duty

UeSeTeheAF. Bte Col. Chalfant assumed conmand of the station during
Culonel Sutton's abaence. Private Maynard "Snuffy" Smith, Congressional
ledal winner, sent to Casual Replacement Pool, probably on his way howe,
good luck Snuffyl

Captain Seymour D. Ramby s lf.x. officer, ua;gp¢ tg_‘ofguuluuou,

Ma jor Munal, group flight surgeon returned after 30 days in the good old
United States of america. Saye he had & wonderful tise, is he kidding?

1st Lt Hubert R. Jones, Station Ordnance Officer, is now Captain Jonss.
Captain Ramby sent to replucement pool, probably on way home - how do these

guFs do it? Mejer Beirmafatber, Stasien 5-2

|

———— G ——

: v o y-Station ndutunt, -appointed
umjors

During the month, this group ran 16 missions im quick sucession. It was
tough on everyons, combat and administrative but the job was done and done
well,
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